Airway epithelium-derived inhibitory factor.
Various bronchoactive agents can induce the release from the airway epithelium of an inhibitory substance that is able to relax certain tissues including rat aorta and possibly also airway smooth muscle. This substance, whose existence has recently been confirmed using a new bioassay system, is distinct from nitric oxide (EDRF) and is also known to be non-prostanoid in nature. Roy Goldie and colleagues describe the properties of this factor, and its potential clinical significance.